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High school opinion on the articulation reform policy and its change:

From the view point of The Principle of Prospective Student Protection

Naoki T. Kuramoto 1, Tomohiro Miyamoto!, and Hiroyuki Nagahama?
Tohoku University

In the university entrance examination of the 2021 academic year, the system will be changed on a larger scale
than ever before. Correspondingly, Tohoku University released “notices” twice in 2018. Results of a high school
survey conducted the previous academic year became a valuable basis for making decisions regarding changes to
the university admissions. Therefore, to create a reference to use for making decisions for the 2022 academic year
exam, we surveyed opinions on the basic policy of Tohoku University. This paper mainly reports a summary of the
results of that survey, focusing especially on changes in opinion between the two surveys regarding the English
tests provided by private testing companies, the introduction of which was postponed by the Ministry of Education.
As a result, high schools expressed strong support for the basic policy of Tohoku University. The result drew strong
attention to the power and responsibility of individual universities related to university entrance examinations.

Keywords : articulation reform policy, prospect student protection, high school, English tests provided by private

testing companies, basic policy of Tohoku University
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O TFEATF#E (ENRF i, 2017a) | IZHBW\ T,
[FRFCAR S [SRHGEE OFC [BeED %
F IR SN, SRR OZRAEDOHE
IFOLEZ BB D L, FEATEHC W TTRA
\ORTUENSHD Z Enn, ZOTUNRE - AFL
bDThD. | EOFGRERIAL TS (LR,



i RS T 2 A OB R & £ D b—— TZBRAEREDKIFRI] OB~ 6

2017). BAETOMRMAEZET 5L, 2FHTH
WEHHICH o T2 & B BID. A MR BARRY
PRRIESEEDRIE « NREITHRL, & OBSEIL,
HIEESEED AT W Sl S 1Y, ZBRAIRE
ORFRANZD2 D LD THS.

UL, BHICHIESOEE AR TIUL, T
CEBRAREDORIFRIA T SNVAERTIE 2. Z
L EIZREZ2 DI, HIEZ DS OBZEREIZED
KO E2 D00, EWHBLUETHD. fEN
(2 [P DOERE) OREIIEERERN D
DI, 12D &> CTEIDBE SRS TxF
TR EEORFRNE L TRV E NI D
TIFe\. EREA TS ORIE & AFRIZTNL > T,
FHE6 A 14 BlTARSNIZER (ENRERE,
2017b) O TSI TSI L, TS5
7R DRIV RSN DRI LI L ZATH
0, ZORITBHES LDV ITR. ) & ST
7= (KR, 2017). & Z AW, AFEEINT-TEHE
ENTREDS T8 OEZBEICH L TRFEA
FHAET A b OHGE L SGERRERBRONT, Flalk
MEZE ST EREN OB AR 2 L 2 EDTZH DT
HoT-. BENARIEIOF F CTEIEIFEAE) D &y
IRENL, ZEEREORIFRNIEAR D LIS
DHHDOTIEAR,

14, BREGIEICET 2aAI0ER LFILKE
DTE

E R HEAT S-OE DRI SN A KT A v
I HEBIRFEO BRI ECER R EHAE R, TD—
T, REAROHEEA (Bt, 2018a, b) IS
T &, ERIIREFEDRENEIVORIU TS CTHIEr
THELDHD.

ALK CIE 2021 (5F0 ) FEEAGRIZ OV
B D KIFRI A Ik U C o7 B e 217 9
R, FNTHEICHRIIM TN CE 7. idamDfs
&, 2018 (Fpk 30) FEHIC 2 FEIZHD > T
T

2018 (Fh% 30) 47 H 26 Bt FHEIL, KEFAA
FALET A MIFOREDNEAIND Z IS TR
FARE U Z = B RGRETEEES 1EFRRESEND 2
SRR, BUROD X 9 722 A O NGRS 3 m]
BEIC/2 D Z EITEY DO TH D, AONRIIITH
TEDBE TR0 D~ LA TlEE T 573, 51
WoEEZFHIMCEEIET 2 2 & &, T—FEhid 5

Bt EM, EAR KGN, RE

BEE TSRS 280352 8%%
RUTE GEAERSE, 2018a, LIt TAOIIHkE: (7
)] KT D).

2018 (Fk 30) 4E12 A 5 BT, HrilE
T ORI B DR R AT B A E DT b
DTH D LIk, THALKFORHATT# L FKied D).
KENFIGET A b ~ORHiE LT, UEYHERE D
2021 (5Fn3) FEARITHW T ITCEFR (28
F5 A2 LLVLLEDORENZ A TWND Z ENEE
LW 2 & BN L4505, [HGERER
BrOZH & ZOREFAREE RO D HLOTIEH Y 1
Al E LT 728, AOARIZHOWTIE TAOAGK
MHEADHKEE (P | TRiOERERBR L & b IchEkm
D OFHRNE LTV,

FLNAEOTE RIS,  [ERE BRI R 2 R b
BT, [BETA AEFEED RIS AR, §
TRARRED B D B\ EREE A SIS ak
Bt TRBE RO EZ S G HEICHWET ) &
L7z EEEOWRANT T5HEAREDOTF =v 7 U
A NEHZZT, SEENNET v /7 T5HE
RS ZH00, [BET A ASEREEE AR
NTESE, T 7 U A ML D ERMEHEA
EREE AEINCAERE E LT S [F=v s
OIRPLEREECL VST A2 L L, 2O
ERERDLZ EITLFERA) E L QLR HE
K, 2018b).

B, TNHOTEIONTE, WG TESC
AU E, THOPEREH 2R FEaEE O
FRIADMT SN TND.

PLEDOPEIZES LT, HAERTFATE < OiEREE,
B Z T DRI R LT 2017 Pk 29)
FRERIATo BN (g, TFRE 2017) &
FHET D) OFERNEEARWEEL L e o7, [ENL
REFEDOFATFEFIR > CHFERMERZ — sk D
EZREATIRT &\ ) ERGO FEHT 5 [k
1% 8.3%, stk TECHEMLTUAILYY &Lz
FERIE 5.6% Thh o7z, UKL, BB ICxT 5 [
Kt 2N 42.1%, HEICKLT HEVEHFELTUIL
<720 EWIHERMN 39.3% L, JERIEIZEXRI T
F~ORCI DA ERIDFER E o7z (Bt - K
T, 2018 AL - =4 - K&, 2019)

fERIRFE L COFALKZORERFHIE L, (A
THEDEINERE LT B2 D=2 Lnh, FTUE
B (BFn4 [2022] 4 OARIZHOWTH, #Hib
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KFOHEA TN T D& 21T o7 1T, Fta
RGeS &m0, Sl ERE T 5 2 & o7
AfECixd e LCHFAE %, T4 2018 &%
FLTD) IZHEDSSAEZFLE LTNA.

7ok, AR 2017) (2o T, HEERMERERD
A E R FABARE S COUVT, ATt (2019) T
H LTS, LIzhi> T, AR C I 2017
DFEFRA FHOTHIR AT H A2y, SRR
WZEET 2RAENEZ I B 5.

2. A&

2.1 FERR

RS 2017 12OV, Borfth (2019) 128
WTHREHE 72D T, [Hi 2018) (2D TREHd
2.

[FHAE 2018) TIE, [FH#E 2017) (ZHEL, HEK
FIEREE, AFEE EEREN T D R 312
BaxtGre Uiz, SEEEILLTOmY Thh. »
T [FRE 2017) OFEEZEEEL, [NF7-bDT
HbH. —HIAIFEDLVIEH L EDOD, 1ZEAED
TS SHIE A 2017) L[R—TCh 5.

(1) Frk 26~30 FEENRIZBOCEEAKES 8
U EORSEEEE | PEE AR G524 3111%)

©2) (1) LS OEEEFE | TEHE RO TS A
O NI AR E$ 34 LA LD 4% (%24 14%)

22. HREAHZE

[T 2017 & [RIEE, B RRIRAT & L C i L7-.
T E T A4 I 1ACCTH D, ARRRED [F153%]
WA L72i Y, RS, HAERFO AR TRk
THE, FRENS STEHH, 2022 (hFi4) AFEDA
AR SR E L B U CHAL RO A T3~ AL
ZRIHDEAN 3EA TH S, HALKFOHATEHT
B2 EE XA Rl 7.

Fhii 5D TR 2017) &[RRI CEGETIA CH 5.
FHATEE X MS-Word filt & —AKERIEZ FHEL, V=7
A I F - RTH52EbRELTE &5
2, AOANRIIHKGE (T2 KOHALRFOHA
Jrtt R LT

[ TFHTEF A —/L, FAX UTERXIZNZ, 8]
B ANTJ3 25 WEB VA R E1ERLT-.

2018 (°Fa% 30) 412 A 11 HICH Sz
DEfF ST, 2 EOBYRAE#ET 2019 (FFUD)
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4 H 16 H £ TIZREMTHON .

23. &&5tAE

[FHAT 2017) & [RIER, AT D HAICHEA, Hifl
EHOMICEEEE Y, SAWEREERE LT
WHZ L L LT FlziE, EESREERDS 10 4T
bu, AEREEHEA) 1310 725 L. 1004
THIUL 100 L7225, LITF, [FEETHS.

2.4, BHEBRONAE

H SR A7 2 — A CE o
SORONBITS U TR L7z, 384 2018) o &
RT3V —] 13, Jabdo & 97 T 2018) O
EHINEES, THACRFEOREAT R HAERGED
~OER) b [BGERERBRA~OES) O 2 HE
ERk L7z, T—o— K - #E&) 13 T34 2017) 12
BWTER SN A — UL UGl 5 2 &
& L7z T 2017) (2B 5 HHERERO T FIE
XA T (2019) D@ Y ThD. [FH# 2018) (2
W, BBtehlR—0OFIRIAE-T=. T2,
WTINLE 1 EEDEREIT > U EIT, £
AU U CH 2 B D3 T 2N 2% TR CREIE
DR LR LT

3. #R

31 HN—=FE

AR Coh ARG REER D 6, AFHAEO IR
RO L CODEIE AT HRIEE [ N—F) LI
ST D,

TGP CO I N—F 5 F 1R T, EEETHL
WIEES) 13 & L CGRE ST AT Hh
%. ZOHFRITIREOSEFEFRED S H 6.3% (ZiH
XD, EEFEEHSOEOER A T D &
S FILL EAERE S LT A,

32, EMRREEBFH/NA—FK

250 BN BIEERH o7, F1LIORTIED, Bk
WITHEEE T 80.1% (Z3ET 5. EEHBFED I AN
— R BRI AT U T2 G ) /" —F TS ok
HET T1.2%, EEMBELINET 74.7% 1TELTH
5. LIeino T, ARFEORERIIHAL R A RS
EHENTHEROREN B RZRT B2 LND.



R KR F IR D Ml O R & £ OB b— TRBRAREDORIFA OBLE D

33. B &ERA
1) HAERZEDO AR DB

HALRFD AR TxET 2 BN DU T 4 BEEEE
THEMLE. IR 2IORTEBY THD. K8
Ex RO 2360, SEREEREL, 256k
FRELTITEOERITEN N 9EIFHC ED.

Bt EM, EAR KGN, RE

(2) HALREFED 2 SOTFHEH T DR

HALRFD 2 5O FHTHONT 11 BRCTPEE A
TFL72) 2. TEOBIME R > ORI
BLTW=) 18 AEITE SR -T2, THEOMF
TEXE > T T4, SREIORETYID TFEDL
FEEIN ST O 4 BeBS T TR U7z fERIdEE 3,
F AT, [BIEEARIFEL L T D, BEiEAT
IIAFH ENFER 25 C7TERTh D, &
HERNT D & 8HIRIZET S, THEITHREEHRIC
LN TWA Z ERgoT-.

#* 1. [GHAL 2018) DOFAERIRE, WK, B/ —=x

A= ARG ESEy
e TR e BEE o
MRS 312 4,960 6.3% 80.1% 5.0%

EREEL 31,611 38,657

81.8% 87.0% 71.2%

EEEL e 10,824 12,712

85.1% 87.8% 74. 7%

2. TP 2018) (k1T B HAL KD NG T332 B

FARU B HFRE HFEY FEAE
L 5 BELLN D D BN BELCA AR U
BAMEES 196 (78.4%) 52 (20.8%) 2(0.8%) 0 (0.0%)
EFEEEL 28,975 (87.2%) 3,465 (12.6%) 70 (0.3%) 0 (0.0%)
PEKER 8,323(87.6%) 1,152 (12.1%) 25 (0.3%) 0 (0.0%)
#3. A 2018) 1Tk 5 TAOIMMMKS: () | oz
NTF AR TFEIXEE AaEn-7-
MRS 94 (37.6%) 88 (35.2%) 24 (10.0%) 43 (17.2%)
EREES 15,839 (57.6%) 8,192 (29.8%) 1,467 (5.3%) 2,012 (7.3%)
eEMELE 5,281 (55.6%) 2,987 (31.4%) 546 (5.7%) 686 (7.2%)
F4. TP 2018 ([ZRBITD [HALKZFOFAT ) OHR
AT N 1R85 a7z
BAMIEES 93 (37.2%) 89 (35.6%) 26 (10.4%) 42 (16.8%)
EFEES 15,181 (55.2%) 7,856 (28.6%) 1,963 (7.1%) 2,510 (9.1%)
PEKEE 5,040 (53.1%) 2,371 (30.2%) 734 (7.7%) 855 (9.0%)
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34. 2021 (£f13) FEDHEIKZDAGRIZDOLT
HALRZFPOHA ST NG F D [FEREASR (—
ek |, TReabXREDTER (s L A O A
AR J, TSRO (—EHR) | 122V,
M. Bk 2. EBE5 L8520 180 ok @
3 BT E R L=
BN, AFET TFRA 2017) & DHIRZITH7e
[GORAEDOIER ] BI O A ESOH ] 12
OWNTHEZAT.
@
RELNZFIIET 2 MBI 5 itk R E O7E
(AL O AOAGRITH) (ZBET D[RRSI
EKL5ITRTEBY THDH., HMEH CTRALRF DL
AHEHT Bk &AL esRix 55058, EiEs
BEH, BREREITIIR6EITH o7, Rk
DEPEITE L CODD, KREENERRE W HIIEE
TIFe. BHEFER L RS &, ROk~ 70k
BKINIRNIGOERNRLNZ. T70pb, FUK

RO DTEHIZ OV T

HThH-TH ORI ~ETIR] L35
OIS TN IEHTRE ] ETHHDET, £
BRZBLRIC X D IESCH DF RANRE L Tz

@

IR OP Y (—fRE5Ek) (2B D REERE R
F6ITRTEBY THDH., HHEHTHRALRF DI
AIEHT TRk EEELHRE [EHE5L L5
2720 EEEE LIRS A BT AT D, &
FEEEE , AFESCEATIE TRk 235 FRT<
\CELZH OO, TR 28 1E (FHttERClx 2%
<) HY, o 2IHEIEEOLFHIE S Qe
Y

AR E 5L, RehERIZE R—h7 4V
FEFEANIETRE ] L0 ) X RERND
(s CHAMEICEED DRl 24T 9 & Tlik/s
W LW B R E THMRZ v, S bICEHS
RRZ2BLIN O DERBRH LI

EEFEOFNZDONT

72 5. [ 2018) (2B HitibREOTEHICES T2 B A

Bk EH5EHF RN &)
MRt 139 (55.6%) 87 (34.8%) 24 (9.6%)
AERREEL 16,618 (60.4%) 8,795 (32.0%) 2,097 (7.6%)
PEREE 5,717 (60.2%) 3,093 (32.6%) 690 (7.3%)

#6. [T 2018) (ZHI1F STEBEOR NPT DR

Bk EbbEbERRN Bkt
RS 104 (41.6%) 102 (40.8%) 44 (17.6%)
R 12,907 (46.9%) 11,631 (42.3%) 2,972 (10.8%)
HFEI 4,502 (47.4%) 4,022 (42.3%) 976 (10.3%)

35. HERMHBROFRAICEHTSIERETDEL
(1) FEEEORL

JEERMRBROTE I 280 L, THiA 2017)
IZBWTIIELT ORI 1, TR 2018) (28T 2
DERBYTHD. HEEOERRNE R D720, WEMN
[A14 % RO TN DNEIZ DN T H IS 2B IR DE )
HBHOT, FEO R L fFRIITEEDLETH 5.

[FRA 2017 (2T, BRI RN 2R
FENLERTHY, [ 2018 1THALRSTEHI

94

THERZSZNIEMThH -7, FEERMRBRZET
JHRE S THi 2017) Tl TEGENEER ), [FH4A 2018)
TIE [HSERERER LB VDB 5.
BERINABORENETRSL L TR S, SRR
BROBNICBT BB L WV O BT, AR
BOISALIOME O & BE L= L AT Z LR T
X%, KFRTlE, DLEOL S RBEG, K1 L2
TRLIZ 2 OOHEEIZOWTIE, AR ERNAIC
BT, Btetabbigs s 5 2 & AV AREZ sk RN
EEZ T EAT- T



Boe B, HA K5L, R W
IR D mR OB R & £ DB b— TRZBRAEREOKRIFA] OBLENDE

3. EEROSNEEERICDOLVT
7 A MOFEERBITINA T,

WZOWNWTEHIBEZTL L IDY

W, [ ] ISR LT RS,

1. EARHEH 1B

SRR A R DRI T L ) ENLRFA RO TEAT E)
AT =TT OZAHT TRV, £, 2O L IITEZLHAICD

2. [EATGEH IX00afavy 3. THEATTRH IShG

1 [ 2017) (B 2ERIER

3.1 JGERERR (—iEHK) 12T

2021 FEAFUTIBN T, PEUTH D L 912, HALRFTIE ICEFR IZEIT 5 A2 L-ULLL EDRET % 2. C
WAHZENEF LW ZEAHERAES LET, 72770, RGEAEHEBROZME RO DL HOTIIH Y A, =
DIFEHZONT, B TIE, EOXITBBEXTL X Ihy AEINC 2T ORMTTLEE, e, £
DX HNTEZ HFHIZHOWTEIR LT ZEVY,

1. #hk 2. FbLELEZN 3. okt
X2 T3 2018 (2RI 2 EMER
F7. ISERATHRBRICA 2 mAloE R EEHFER)
2k EKH 58 GRS 2017) ALK S (Fi 2018)

! 1. Bk 2. D ESIN 3. /ot 1. &Rk 2. EhhEHEZRD 3. /ot
BAMEER T 8.3% (18) 49.5% (107) 42.1% (91) 82.8% (207) 14.8% (37) 2.4% (6
SEREE 6.5%(1,370)  49.0% (10,395  44.5% (9,440) 87.7% (24,118)  9.7% (2,661)  2.7% (731)
EEEE 5.9% (442) 49.2%(3,394)  44.9% (3,376) 87.8% (8.341) 9.6% (912) 2.6% (247)

(2 BIEEEITES  ERDOE R L Z DAL,

D AN I S BV NG W {153 A o RS [E1 225
a7, A 2017) @ TEKEFEHIER,
A 2018) @ THALKITEHIECH 23, HAWZHE
FERERABROBANOENE R E ST Z LN TE D,
MR L0, T 2017) © [EXBEHIERR
1£8.3% Th o773, [Fi# 2018) Tik THALKSTEHT
Bxt] & L@t 2.4% 64%) & & HIRWEIRIS
LEFEHT
[P 2017) & TR 2018) & olEPEHAIT, 4
EERBZ BTN 20T b, i
2017) T [EXBFEHHER LEELZEKRDI B
[FHA 2018) TXIBYL, HEERED 244 FR 2 81%
(16 2 13 ) AHALAEHZIE Rk SRS L

TUWo. i TS 20181 © THRALKIGEHILGR &
LIz 6D H b, [FH4 2017 CEAE T k)
LA LT EiI T CH - -,

Q) ERAATAY— (HHEER) Do

BRAT I 2oL, A 2017) 13955
RFRRBROENED b DO DN THHEE T
7-. THRAE 2018) (ZBWCIE, BALRSFOIAT
IR EE RAEKHED) & oGERREFEROEA
R 28 GSERMRER) O AR ->T
W5, FZT, FEAE 2018) 1ZoWTE Fit 2 8k
DERAT ) —ZAER L TUBROHTELTO Z &
L7

F8IURTEY, [ 2017) ([2oWTIE, 2K
& LT 19, MRS < B2 Lot 23 45155, T4,
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TR (SCTe2 157200 | 18, AIboet (&
STLL TN | 32055559, 16, S+
AZREN R E W FRSIIFRCX D) ) N 1EERE
W2 i ChoTz., ERARE 5D L,
KbpdrEHc Thoxt) OSEEFTIE 8 EILL B 9. ARHL
(IS BAMEZR RO ) ThoT=dizxt L, iRk @
SR T ARBIMZ IS < BRI 231501
7=, ToliEmatS- FCoORETHST=00,
S ATRVINN SV b WY T b Ay i e Mg = VAN
VA UT-RECIE T4, THIATERL (Rote 245720 |
& EBIT I8 ATt RFE o7 Lh D720 |
N KTz
[FHAE 2018) 122\ TC, ALK GEHI T A

EFRITRT. 1 BN EES < B2 Rk 23
H2<, BIRT8ENTITE LT, BALRFEHT T/
xt & LTz 6 oIS MMENRE L E LT, 19. 1R
WIS MR RO 1T 1 DA TH -T2, Lz
Mo T, THALKRFEHIRR LT 2BRBZEDEE

[FEERMFBREAICER &1 b7, 7
RN % S DITHEE T D LB VNIE ST

SRR T 2B G A 10 1R T. 18, 3%
RESNAERBRI IR S - SOk 23 6 FIERE T, TFA

2017) LG L CTHHLMNT RO DR R
DHEIIL TG, HAERHEHT 12, EBbo b E X
7R LEPEURETIE 18, 4 CIOZBRh 254 2
TW5, R8T 5, MUERR T4, K
IZ Lo CTHRIGANE D Z LA & OFE R 30%
TOThoT=. T TITRERR AT T> Tz EiRi
HoTTL, FEERMFERC T 2GRN ED 2
ETCRENFEI NI O ITEDNS.

HALKITEH S DN ORED B EHAIX E & F
HThotz. ok, BHFLRONEFELEDLES L,
PR A FiAE 2 TGRSR X RN 2 E Lo T
X7t B s alEn 6 2h:H-7-2 L 4
B L7

PLEOFERNG, THHA 2018) FEhiFaiZdu T
FEEERMRIROE NI IEBIGOBEENIE L A &5
DIVTUW e o7 Z LV LTz, JGERERERD
O CEEIZREHDH 5 M2 72 > T IiZD
T, PEIRTH - 7 SFERRBRE A~DOERE
RERZED D Z L1377, TeLA, BESOROrt
LR L COSTDRASER S NS, 728, AW
DFFERERDNOIL, BREFCHI L EORHEC L 5
EBWITRH SN2 -7,

# 8. HHFLRICES < sGEREFRE~OET [FHE 2017)
. ; ESpN7oFas
AT )5 BT RR o cnamne 3 bt
1. AR D < WAREZ K, 13 (6.5%)  6(37.5%) 7 (7.4%) 0 (0.0%)
2. UGEAITH DB TR 7(35%)  3(18.8%) 4 (4.2%) 0 (0.0%)
3. BhmEmitic (BRE L) 8(4.0%  2(12.5%) 6 (6.3%) 0 (0.0%)
4. TR (L& 15700 32(16.0%) 3 (18.8%) 29 (30.5%) 0 (0.0%)
5. EbbEbEA 0 3 (1.5%) 0 (0.0%) 3 (3.2%) 0 (0.0%)
6. SAFmICHEN R E VD FERIIEFCE 5)  21(10.5%) 1 (6.3%) 15 (15.8%) 5 (5.8%)
7. BEmmmiEL (BOE D) 10 (5.0%)  0(0.0%) 3(3.2%) 7(8.1%)
8. AT (RFEST-LI 23 720) 28(14.0%)  1(6.3%) 25 (26.3%) 2 (2.3%)
9. MU HS < BRSO 77 (38.5%)  0(0.0%) 3 (3.2%) 73 (83.9%)
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Bt EM, EAR KGN, RE
i RS T 2 A OB R & £ D b—— TZBRAEREDKIFRI] OB~ 6

# 9. HHRRIZES SHAERTEHA~OET 4 2018)

. , ALK S5

BT =i LB 2 thhEh 8. R

1. AR LS < B Rk 175(77.4%) 170(91.9%) 4(11.4%)  1(16.7%)

2. BRI AR ZHRIT A2V SRR 10 (4.4%) 8 (4.3%) 2 (5.7%) 0 (0.0%)
3. BERTITERL, SSEABREZ AN D Z LIkt - S 5(2.2%) 2 (1.1%) 2(5.7%)  1(16.7%)

4, EHH0EE TR 7(3.1%) 3 (1.6%) 4(11.4%)  0(0.0%)

5. EHHEHF RN 12 (5.3%) 0 (0.0%) 12 (34.3%)  0(0.0%)

6. Wi GYHS) 5 (2.2%) 1(0.6%) 3(86%)  1(16.7%)

7. EBLH0EEZIERkE 10 (4.4%) 1(0.6%) 8(22.9%) 1(16.7%)

8. EARYARILOFHRI TR SO 1(0.4%) 0 (0.0%) 0(0.0%)  1(16.7%)

9. FRHI IS < B e SOkt 1 (0.4%) 0 (0.0%) 000.0%)  1(16.7%)

#10. AHFORCIES FEERERBR~OES [Fid 2018
. , HALK 78

BT YR = LBk 2 bk 8. Bkt
0. JEEINTRBRI X L CRtik7a L, Zofih 3 (1.3%) 1 (0.5%) 1(2.9%) 1(16.7%)
1. B EE D%, SEBSNTAER A iR 2 & Bk 2 (0.9%) 1 (0.5%) 0 (0.0%) 1 (16.7%)
2. SRESNTEER S HHE, E LW 4 (1.8%) 0 (0.0%) 8.6% (3) 1 (16.7%)
3. T CITEZBRAHI 282 Q0 D, FERERT 5, MUTHIERR 15 (6.6%) 4(2.2%) 11(31.4%)  0(0.0%)
4, KEAZ Lo TRIENE S Z L ARl 12 (25.3%) 1(0.5%) 10 (28.6%) 1 (16.7%)
5. FRGIIRIE RV, SRR SH Y 2 (0.9%) 1 (0.5%) 1(2.9%) 0 (0.0%)
6. DL (EREER, AOHES) T4HREAZIET <X 5 (2.2%) 4(2.2%) 1(2.9%) 0 (0.0%)
7. BALKTTEHEERL, SSBNTRERAE — IR 2 IO - S 38(16.8%) 37 (20.0%) 1(2.9%) 0 (0.0%)
8. HFEIMHEERI IS - SOkt 130 (57.5%) 124 (67.0%) 5(14.3%) 1 (16.7%)
9. AHEERHIED B DIZECKRE, 7 Ui, BRIk T+ 15 (6.6%) 12 (6.5%) 2 (5.7%) 1(16.7%)

(4) F—U—F-#t& (BHFLR) Ot [G1. ¥ (H7E - BE) ) OHBBE R bEL,

113 2507, RWT TCL. A Gtk [Ra])
[C2. NEME (G [HUS]) ) LWV 7o A HEIZESD
ZEtl, TE3. K- AR (RFOME) | 1Bl A HE
GBTEE - REED) | 8% < Abiv-—77, TAL.
B (4H6E) | IS M LT-itd b el 0o 7.
[FRE 2018) OMERER A% 12 1 ~d. Aok
HUEE 10 ORULIEDT 2V PO SAREH O
T, SRS 5 700EHThH D, TDOTIC

[FRAL 2017) OFFRERAZR 1117, R 11 O
IO EER3FER 8 TR LD T 2V — O REHO
FHET, SHSOMCRIAT 27200 ch 5. K2
D 3EHHFEETH S, PRI YEF—T — R HEBL
L7-BHHLRDOLRZRT. ok, HRIOH T 2Tk
T BRI OFERTH 5.

SN F—U— RNZ19BETH- 7. HilEe:
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COVID-19 Prevention Measures in University Entrance Examinations

-A Comparative Case Study of Standardized Tests in Japan, China, and

South Korea -

Hongyu Nan!

1 Tohoku University

In 2020, the university entrance examinations of Japan, China and South Korea are entering a revolutionary
transforming period. The new university entrance examinations reformation saw various prevention measures
against COVID-19 being implemented. In this study, COVID-19 prevention measures for university entrance
examinations taken by Japan, China and South Korea were studied and compared. Through comparison, it
was found that Japan, China, and South Korea were either conducting or planning to conduct their national
unified entrance examinations in spite of the corona virus pandemic. In China, examinations were postponed
until July, one month behind usual, whereas for South Korea, examinations were postponed until December,
behind by two weeks. Japan’s examinations were scheduled to be held in January, but the examination period
has been extended. In this paper, the similarities and differences of measures taken by each country will be
discussed under the perspectives of "ensuring fairness" and "determining relevant abilities".

Keywords : University entrance examination, COVID-19, international comparison, Japan , China, South Korea
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ABSTRACT

In Japanese secondary schools, speaking assessment in English class-
rooms is designed, conducted, and scored by teachers. Although the
assessment is intended to be used for summative and formative
purposes, it is not regularly or adequately practiced. This paper reports
the problems (i.e., lack of continuous speaking assessment, limited
speaking test formats used, and reliability that is not ensured) and
presents future directions for second language speaking assessment
implementation to enhance the summative and formative uses of
speaking assessments: improving teacher training and resources and
discussing an effective speaking assessment framework.
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It is widely recognized that assessing second language (L2) speaking in the classroom is an
essential part of education, facilitating the tracking of learning progress and providing
feedback to improve both learning and teaching (Poehner & Inbar-Lourie, 2020; Yan et al.,
2021). In addition to the formative functions of L2 classroom assessment, summative
functions are important for reporting progress to students and families and for future
admission and employment opportunities.

To realize the formative and summative assessment of L2 speaking in the classroom,
speaking tests are ideally conducted multiple times; students are invited to speak in various
formats, such as oral presentations to the class or dialogues with the teacher or their peer(s);
teachers and students evaluate oral performances using rubrics (i.e., teacher, self-, and peer
assessment), with reliability between or within raters checked; scores and comments are
used for grading and provided to students as feedback. However, ideal summative and
formative practice is not often observed in classrooms, where L2 English classroom speak-
ing assessment (SA) is designed, administered, and graded by teachers who do not usually
have much knowledge about SA. While this issue can be observed across countries, this
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paper focuses on L2 English classrooms at secondary schools in Japan as a case study,
examines relevant problems, and proposes directions to improve L2 English SA both
summatively and formatively. The paper is primarily based on published reports relevant
to the Japanese context, particularly from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology in Japan (MEXT) and the National Institute for Educational
Policy Research (NIER), an organization under the purview of MEXT.

This paper addresses classroom SA in secondary school education (Years 7-12) in Japan
for two reasons. First, MEXT provides national guidelines on teaching and assessment of
primary and secondary school education, which can serve as the basis for discussing SA
comprehensively. This contrasts with tertiary education, which does not have such guide-
lines and values the relatively strong autonomy of teachers (Katsuno, 2019), allowing
universities and teachers to teach and assess at the discretion of their own principles.
Second, English language education as a required subject officially began in primary school
in the 2020 academic year (hereafter 2020), and it is too early to examine its practices. In
contrast, data are available at the secondary school level. The current paper also focuses on
classroom SA created, administered, and scored by teachers, which are embedded with
learning and are learning-focused (see Akiyama, 2019; Allen, 2020; Meijitosho Shuppan,
2021; Sawaki & Koizumi, 2017, for the use of standardized speaking tests for entrance exams
and monitoring learning progress).

Summative and formative use of classroom-based speaking assessment in
Japan

Typically, classroom SA in Japanese secondary schools is used for formative and summative
purposes, with more emphasis on the latter (Bacquet, 2020; Wicking, 2020), and the same
test can serve one or two purposes. Davison and Leung (2009) categorized four types of
formative assessment according to different purposes and priorities: “in-class contingent
formative assessment-while-teaching;” “more planned integrated formative assessment;”
“more formal mock or trial assessments modeled on summative assessments but used for
formative purposes;” and “prescribed summative assessments, but results also used forma-
tively to guide future teaching/learning” (p. 400). Classroom SA in Japan, as illustrated and
problematized in the current paper, is categorized as the fourth type.

In terms of summative SA in Japan, the stakes are neither high nor low; SA scores are
used for grading, but carry a relatively small weight in the overall grade. However, the
grades for each term and each year are cumulative and are considered for decisions such as
admission to higher education (Negishi, 2020). For formative use, SA is meant to be used to
improve learning and teaching by having students work on their speaking strengths and
weaknesses and by having teachers modify future lesson plans, materials, styles, short- and
long-term teaching goals, and curricula. However, SA for summative and formative pur-
poses is not well executed in Japan, despite strong recommendations for and reforms in
teacher education and training.

Previous studies on formative and summative assessment have shown positive washback
effects on learning and teaching. Lee et al. (2020) conducted a meta-analysis of formative
assessment in U.S. K-12 education and found that learners who experienced formative
assessment performed slightly better than those who did not (Hedges's g = .29, with 33
studies). Mufioz and Alvarez (2010) delineated their classroom L2 SA system, with both
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formative and summative aspects using rubrics, self-assessment, and teacher training and
regular meetings on formative assessment, and conducted formal speaking tests six times
over 15 months (n = 55). They demonstrated that their system improved teachers’ instruc-
tional behaviors, students’ perceptions, and speaking ability. Green (2020) stated that
washback is mediated by many factors, including teachers, students, and other stakeholders,
as well as the authenticity, resources, importance, and difficulty of the test, and emphasized
that positive consequences can be derived by careful planning and collaboration with those
involved in test development and use.

While summative and formative SA potentially affect teaching and learning positively,
several key elements are required for it to work effectively in practice. Mufioz and Alvarez
(2010) summarized five principles to generate positive test washback: (a) continuous
assessment that allows students to showcase their abilities; (b) effective use of various
tasks that match teaching objectives and instructional tasks, that are authentic and mean-
ingful, that cater to different types of learners, and that specify clear instructions and
procedures to elicit targeted ability; (c) the use of rubrics that focus on wide aspects of
speaking ability, which makes it easy for students and teachers to understand the tested
ability; (d) encouragement of self-assessment; and (e) concrete, specific feedback to stu-
dents. While these points are primarily related to validity, reliability and practicality should
be considered, as they are vital aspects of L2 assessment (Brown & Abeywickrama, 2019;
Green, 2020): (f) test scores and feedback that are sufficiently reliable, and (g) test devel-
opment, administration, scoring, and feedback that are reasonably feasible. As seen in
Table 1, each principle is related to summative and formative functions, and following
these seven principles would lead to the improvement of classroom summative and
formative SA. This improvement could exert a positive impact on learning and teaching
specifically (1) by formatively providing opportunities for students to study to improve their
speaking ability, grasp their characteristics, and modify their learning behaviors, and for
teachers to modify future lesson plans, teaching goals, and curricula; and (2) by teachers
summatively including SA results in grades and acknowledging students’ efforts and

Table 1. Principles for effective classroom speaking assessment and why they are important in summa-
tive and formative assessment.

Summative Formative
(a) Continuous assessment (x) To examine students’ (y) To provide regular diagnostic information
speaking ability and and use it to improve learning and
improvement teaching
comprehensively (z) To provide ample opportunities for

students to reflect on their speaking ability
and study for the test

(b) Effective use of various tasks Same as (x) Same as (y) and (2)

(c) The use of effective rubrics Same as (x) Same as (y) and (2)

(d) Encouragement of self- NA Same as (2)
assessment

(e) Concrete, specific feedback to NA Same as (y) and (2)
students

(f) Test scores and feedback that are Same as (x) Same as (y)
sufficiently reliable

(g) Test development, administration, Same as (x) Same as (y) and (2)

scoring, and feedback that are
reasonably feasible.

NA = Not applicable.
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achievement. It should be noted that refinement does not guarantee success in learning and
teaching L2 speaking because such educational success involves various complicated inter-
plays among many factors such as students, teachers, materials, and learning environments,
as documented in previous studies on washback, L2 acquisition, and assessment (Ali &
Hamid, 2020; Kormos, 2006; Taylor, 2011). Among these factors, functional SA practice is
an essential element of progress toward improved L2 education.

Current context

Foreign language education is a required subject at primary schools (Years 5-6), junior high
schools (or lower secondary school; Years 7-9), senior high schools (or upper secondary
school; Years 10-12), and tertiary schools. Japan has national guidelines for the primary and
secondary stages, called the Course of Study. Foreign language curricula, primarily focusing
on English, aim to develop four well-balanced skills - listening, reading, speaking (interac-
tion and production), and writing — as well as integrated skills, for example, by having
students listen to and read something, then speak both extemporaneously and with pre-
paration (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology [MEXT], 2020a).

L2 English proficiency among students is still considered inadequate, despite long-
standing efforts to improve it. MEXT (2018) aimed for over half of junior high school
(HS) students to obtain a high A1l level and over half of senior HS students to obtain the A2
level of the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). However, these goals
were not achieved; in a stratified sample of students, only 33.1% of junior HS students and
12.9% of senior HS students met the speaking target (MEXT, 2018)."

To boost students’ English ability, MEXT and NIER created plans to improve English
teaching and assessment. Some examples include refining national guidelines, encouraging
teachers to focus more on communicative ability, distributing teaching materials and tips
for teachers, and conducting fact-finding surveys on English education (MEXT, 2020b).
Others are providing teachers with handbooks that include good assessment practice
samples along with explanations; encouraging performance-based speaking and writing
tests; and conducting learning-oriented and criterion-referenced teacher, self-, and peer
assessment (National Institute for Educational Policy Research [NIER], 2021).

MEXT also commissioned a research group to formulate the National Core Curriculum
for Teaching English to enhance pre-service and in-service training (Kasuya et al., 2021). This
Core Curriculum for teachers highlights the central role of L2 assessment and mandates
training to acquire knowledge and skills to create paper-based and performance tests that
evaluate independent and integrated skills, aiming to help teachers gain language assessment
literacy (Inbar-Lourie, 2017) and conduct effective assessment as part of L2 education.
Further, MEXT (2020c) has required each region (i.e., prefecture and government-
designated city) to create annual concrete plans for teacher training and make efforts to
realize these plans, which should include increasing the number of speaking and writing tests.

"While this result may be affected by the sampling method and test used (as suggested by one of the reviewers), no evidence
shows that students in Japan have high speaking ability. For example, Educational Testing Service (2020b) reported that
Japanese people taking the Test of English as a Foreign Language Internet-based test (TOEFL iBT) scored 17 points on
average, with a percentile rank of 20 (Educational Testing Service, 2020a). This shows that the Japanese group has a CEFR
B1 level speaking ability on average and ranks near the bottom. While | acknowledge that the Japanese test takers in the
survey may not be representative of the entire Japanese population, | argue that the survey can be used to infer a trend.
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It should be emphasized that assessment guidelines presented by NIER (2021) only
provide general assessment frameworks to follow, with sample tasks and rubrics.
Therefore, teachers are expected to create, administer, and score SA on their own and use
test scores to improve learning, teaching, and school education within the Plan-Do-Check-
Act cycle. Thus, teachers have freedom to a certain degree in this system, but a lack of
language assessment literacy usually creates difficulty in effectively juggling teaching and
assessment.

Issues and challenges

Considering the use of L2 classroom SA in secondary schools in Japan for formative and
summative purposes, the aforementioned seven key elements should be implemented.
Among the seven, three areas that are essential for summative and formative purposes
deserve particular attention because they point to areas for improvement based on available
evidence: (a) conducting continuous assessment, (b) using various tasks effectively, and (f)
ensuring sufficiently reliable test scores and feedback. The issues and challenges related to
these three are summarized below. Regarding the other areas, they are not necessarily
practiced well, but the lack of clear evidence related to classroom SA hinders detailed analysis.

Lack of continuous speaking assessment

Japanese secondary schools, in particular senior HSs, do not conduct SA as frequently as
desired (Yonezaki, 2016), so SA is not continuously implemented. MEXT (2020b) con-
ducted an annual survey of all public schools to track the current conditions in English
language education, including how frequently speaking and writing tests are administered.
While the survey is based on self-reports from teachers, meaning precise numbers may not
be very accurate, it shows an overall tendency. Figure 1 shows that 86.1% of junior HSs
conducted both speaking and writing tests, while 8.0% conducted only speaking tests. On
the other hand, 36.4% of senior HSs conducted both tests, while 15.7% conducted only
speaking tests. In other words, almost all junior HS courses (94.1%) conducted SA at least
once a year, while only about half of the senior HS courses (52.1%) conducted SA. In
addition, SA frequency in junior HSs was higher than in senior HSs: on average, 3.8 times
a year in junior HSs (98,893/26,239) and 1.8 times in senior HSs (16,067/9,083). Large
variations across regions have also been reported (MEXT, 2020c). In Japan, the
academic year is usually divided into three terms, and term tests are conducted five times
per year. Thus, I would argue that SA should be conducted at least three times a year to
examine progress, and the current frequency at senior HSs appears insufficient.

Some educators may argue that it is not feasible to conduct SA three times a year because
entrance examinations do not typically include SA and teachers are busy preparing students
for examinations, an issue common in other Asian countries (Vongpumivitch, 2014).2
However, the abovementioned previous studies (e.g., Muioz & Alvarez, 2010) suggest
that continuous assessment is needed to meet the formative and summative purposes of
SA, garner positive effects on learning and teaching, and increase L2 ability. Regardless,
making time to administer and score classroom SA and changing teachers’ mindsets

2The author wishes to thank one of the reviewers for suggesting this point.
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Figure 1. Percentages of courses that conducted (or would conduct in the same year) both a Speaking
Test (ST) and Writing Test (WT), either an ST or WT, or neither tests in a year. Note. Calculated by (a) “the
number of courses in each category” divided by “the total number of courses (that had students)”
multiplied by 100. The counting unit was a course: Junior high schools (HSs) typically had three courses
(i.e., first-, second-, and third-year); senior HSs had several courses, whose number depends on each
school (five-course example: Communication English |, Il, and Ill, and English Expression | and Il). When
schools have multiple departments, such as a general department (futsuka), an international department,
and an agricultural department, courses were counted by each department. Data for this figure were
derived from MEXT (2020b). These also apply to Figure 2.

regarding SA are challenging. The current article addresses this issue and presents the
following possible ways to make classroom SA feasible by efficiently using in-class or out-of-
class time to administer and score speaking tests.

Limited speaking test formats used

One of the principles of classroom SA is to use various tasks effectively. However, SA
formats used are limited in Japanese secondary classrooms (MEXT, 2020b). As Figure 2
shows, frequently used formats are interview (39.7% and 32.4% at junior and senior HSs,
respectively), speech (35.6% and 27.8%), and presentation (16.8% and 24.2%), which
suggests a limited range of SA formats used. Related to this finding, three issues need to
be addressed. First, assessing talks between students, such as discussions and debates, is
rare, although it seems feasible, as similar pair and group activities are frequently employed
as learning activities, particularly in junior HS (MEXT, 2016). Second, prepared or scripted
talk is frequently assessed (Honda, 2007). MEXT (2018) reported that 61.2% of senior HS
students responded negatively to the statement that they experienced extemporaneous
talking on a given topic in class in a learning setting. Third, tasks that integrate speaking
with other skills are not often conducted. MEXT (2018) reported that 50.7% of senior HS
students responded negatively to the statement that they experienced talking about what
they listened to and read in class. Thus, particularly missing are SA formats that elicit
spoken interaction with classmates, extemporaneous talk, and integrated sKkills.
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Figure 2. Percentages of speaking test formats that courses used (or would conduct in the same year).
Note. Calculated by (a) “the number of times that each format was used” divided by “the total number of
tests conducted” multiplied by 100.

The limited use of SA formats in Japan is likely to result in unsuccessful formative and
summative SA (see Table 1(b)). Moreover, the restricted use of SA formats may lead to the
assessment of a limited range of speaking ability. Previous studies indicate that each format
taps a somewhat shared but substantially different aspect of speaking ability (Honda, 2007;
Roever & Ikeda, 2021). Ockey et al. (2015) examined how scores derived from different SA
formats were correlated among 226 Japanese university students. They reported moderate
correlations between scores of group oral discussion, oral presentation, picture and graph
description, and other monologic tasks (r = .67 to .76), which indicate the distinctiveness of
constructs measured by SA formats.

Narrowly measured aspects of speaking ability due to a narrow range of SA formats used
lead to a lack of firm relationships between learning/teaching and assessment”. As described
earlier, speaking (both interaction and production) is taught at secondary schools, as
specified by the national teaching guidelines (MEXT, 2020a). When only a limited range
of task formats are conducted, students’ achievement is not adequately measured. This leads
to construct underrepresentation in summative and formative assessment, specifically in
grades and feedback. In other words, because some SA formats are not used, some aspects of
students’ achievement and L2 development may not be precisely identified and valued, and
other aspects may be overestimated. This could also lead to difficulty in grasping students’
strengths and weaknesses of L2 speaking and the failure to give appropriate feedback and
modify teaching contents, methods, syllabus, and curriculum catering to students’ needs.
Further, the lack of the use of certain SA formats may suggest that certain aspects of
speaking ability are not very important, which could generate negative washback on
teaching and learning. Thus, the use of multiple, varied tasks would lead to better construct
representation of targeted speaking ability, thus improving the validity and fairness of SA
(Akiyama, 2004).
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Reliability that is not ensured

While lack of continuous SA and limited format use of SA are primarily related to validity,
issues of reliability also require attention. In classroom assessment, the degree to which the
same concepts of validity and reliability as used in high-stakes assessment apply remains
controversial (Lewkowicz & Leung, 2021). However, given the current focus on both
summative and formative purposes, moderate yet adequate reliability would be required
(e.g., reliability of .70 or higher; Wells & Wollack, 2003).

Reliability involves the consistency of test scores across test forms, tasks, occasions, and
raters, which is assumed and not often examined in practice. Takaki et al. (2018)
examined whether interrater or instrument reliability was reported in articles published
between 2002 and 2017 in one of the prestigious Japanese peer-reviewed journals Annual
Review of English Language Education in Japan (ARELE). They found that reliability was
reported in only 27% of speaking studies, which, according to the authors, were con-
ducted in classrooms. Since reliability is usually examined more frequently in peer-
reviewed studies than in SA practices, the results suggest rare practices of checking
reliability in classrooms.

To ensure rater reliability, rater training or moderation is usually recommended
(Knoch et al., 2021). However, teachers in Japan typically do not have such training or
time to discuss how to administer and score speaking tests, which are typically scored by
a single rater. In this case, misjudgment can lead to relatively large scoring variations for
students with similar achievement levels. At many large schools, several classes in the
same grade are taught by a few teachers, with each class taught by one teacher.
Inconsistency in rating among teachers may lead to a lack of score comparability.
Moreover, there is concern about consistency across and within raters (Kaneko, 2019).
Large divergences in scoring could lead to errors in decision making and hesitation to
conduct SA and use the results for feedback. Koizumi and Watanabe (2021) examined the
rater reliability of four speaking tests at a senior HS (N = 116) using a simple rubric
without prior intensive rater training and found that rater reliability with a single rater
was acceptable for presentation and paired role play (® = .69 and .86, respectively) but
low for free group discussions (® = .39 to .45; three or four raters were needed to obtain
® = .70). This result is not surprising, since relatively low rater reliability has been
documented in the literature on group oral discussions, even with intensive rater training
(e.g., Van Moere, 2006). The current practice of using a single rater without intensive
rater training appears to have room for improvement, particularly in group oral
discussions.

Factors behind the problems

The three major issues of summative and formative classroom SA in secondary schools in
Japan, mentioned above, could be attributed to three factors: (a) the inherent nature of SA,
(b) teachers’ personal factors, and (c) surrounding contextual factors that make classroom
SA difficult. Since these factors are not new or specific to the Japanese context, references
can date back more than 10 years and include those from other countries. In particular, (b)
personal and (c) contextual factors have been comprehensively summarized in Yan et al.’s
(2021) systematic review based on 52 articles that contained elements affecting teachers’
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willingness to conduct assessment and their actual administration?. While Yan et al. (2021)
focused on formative assessment, the factors that they proposed are also relevant to
summative assessment in the current context (see Saito & Inoi, 2017; Wicking, 2017, for
teachers’ perceptions and beliefs of assessment in general in Japan).

Inherent difficulties in L2 classroom speaking assessment

Previous research suggests that SA is inherently difficult for three main reasons (Akiyama,
2004, 2019; Hirai & Koizumi, 2013; Honda, 2007; Luoma, 2004; Matsuzawa, 2002). First,
speaking performance and scores are affected by various factors. Fulcher (2003) delineated
key factors influencing SA scores, including test-takers’ ability, real-time processing, per-
sonality, tasks, interlocutors, local performance conditions, rubrics, raters, and test pur-
poses. Because of these factors, SA tends to have low reliability, especially consistency across
and within raters in general and across test situations with different interlocutors (i.e.,
interviewers, pairs, and group members).

Second, SA suffers from low practicality, particularly in administering tests and scoring
students’ responses. Each format requires teachers’ time, test space, devices, and efforts,
including having students prepare for SA and reflecting on their achievement using
feedback.

Third, classroom assessment provides challenges for teachers who need to play two
contrasting roles as facilitators (for teaching and formative assessment) and assessors (for
summative assessment), with teaching as the primary focus (Teasdale & Leung, 2000).
Studies suggest that systematically maintaining classroom assessment is challenging for
teachers (Brindley, 2001; Davison, 2004).

Teachers’ personal factors

Teachers are the main agents in classroom SA for creating, administering, and scoring SA
and providing feedback to students. Thus, their personal perceptions of SA may affect actual
SA practices. There appears to be three major factors related to perceptions and practices
(based on Yan et al, 2021): instrumental attitude toward SA, self-efficacy (or perceived
control), and education and training.

First, teachers’ negative attitudes toward classroom SA are related to how SA is planned
and conducted, especially instrumental attitudes, or the perceptions as to whether SA is
effective and whether it impacts learning and teaching. It has been reported that some
teachers doubt the effectiveness and usefulness of SA given its low reliability and practicality
(Akiyama, 2004). Kaneko (2019) reported several teachers’ relevant comments: A junior HS
teacher mentioned that s/he can conduct classroom SA and give overall feedback to the
class, but s/he cannot find time to provide individual feedback and have students reflect on
their performances. This teacher wondered whether SA was effective when formative feed-
back was not provided. Another junior HS teacher valued the positive impact of SA on
students’ learning but worried about other students’ waiting time, potentially leading to
more preparation time for students who take the test later and less time devoted to learning
(see also Kellermeier, 2010). Although this teacher asked students who finished the test to
reflect on their performance, strengths, and weaknesses and provided tasks to review
previous lessons, s/he still felt that SA was challenging. Some teachers use breaks between
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classes and time after school to conduct SA to shorten students’ waiting time. Some teachers
also question whether extraverted students may have an advantage in SA, thus creating
unfairness. Others also note difficulties in eliciting responses, particularly extempora-
neously, from beginners who can handle only a limited range of topics and situations
using narrow grammatical structures and vocabulary.

Some teachers feel that they do not need formal SA because they believe that they can
grasp students’ achievement via class observation. Akiyama (2004) reported that 32.7% of
junior HS teachers use observation rather than speaking tests to assess speaking ability.
Although observation is a powerful formative tool, one disadvantage is that it can be
difficult to obtain information on progress and achievement systematically for summative
purposes (McKay & Brindley, 2007).

Others worry about dedicating time to SA rather than preparing students for
entrance examinations that do not have a speaking component. Further, Akiyama
(2019) reported that some senior HS teachers (16.2%) tend to believe that teaching
speaking skills is less important than teaching reading and writing, and they consider
“English as a cognitively demanding academic subject” (p. 170). These views corre-
spond with the lack of SA in entrance examinations (see Vongpumivitch, 2014),
undervaluing the importance of teaching and assessing speaking ability and maintain-
ing wide construct representation in classroom English assessment (Akiyama, 2004; see
also Leung et al.,, 2018, for similar conflicting values in teacher assessment in other
contexts). While classroom SA is not high-stakes, teachers explicitly or implicitly have
positive or negative views toward SA that can affect the implementation of SA
(Akiyama, 2004).

The second aspect related to teachers’ personal factors is teachers’ self-efficacy or
lack of confidence in conducting SA, particularly in creating rubrics and scoring
students’ performances. Takashima (2019) reported that junior HS teachers stated
that they were less confident in administering interaction-type SA than monologue-
type SA, with 57.1% vs. 38.1% lacking confidence, respectively. He also reported that
junior HS teachers lacked confidence in scoring interactions and monologues to
a similar degree, with 61.9% and 66.7% lacking confidence, respectively. Kaneko
(2019) reported that junior HS teachers tended to assign all or most SA-related
work to foreign assistant language teachers, possibly due to a lack of confidence. In
contrast, senior HS teachers tended to conduct SA themselves, possibly due to the
limited number of assistant teachers’ visits to senior HSs (MEXT, 2020b). Teachers’
limited involvement in formative SA can be problematic, leading to insufficient
integration of teaching objectives, instructional tasks, and test tasks.

Third, some teachers may struggle with insufficient knowledge and skills of SA as
well as English itself, probably due to a lack of education and training. MEXT
(2020b) reported that only 38.1% of junior HS teachers and 72.0% of senior HS
teachers said that they attained a level of CEFR B2 or higher. As mentioned above,
teacher training for managing classroom SA is not yet sufficient at pre-service and
in-service stages (see Kasuya et al., 2021). Kaneko (2019) documented teachers’
desires for SA examples to use as templates. Teachers’ relatively low levels of
English ability and language assessment literacy may be related to less confidence
in managing classroom SA.
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Contextual factors

In addition to teachers’ personal factors, four contextual factors appear to affect teachers’
plans and actual implementation of SA (based on Yan et al., 2021): school environment,
student characteristics, external policy, and cultural norms.

First, the school environment, including working conditions and internal school sup-
port, may impact SA practices. Examples include short class time (i.e., 50 minutes max-
imum per lesson), large class size (i.e., up to 40 students), less cooperative school culture,
shortage of teachers, long working hours, large workload, and time constraints, which are
not specific to L2 classroom SA (Katsuno, 2019). Lee (2010) reported similar issues in South
Korea as factors that made teachers hesitant to conduct SA. A less desirable environment
can lead to situations where only a limited degree of training, assistance (both mental and
technical), resources, and materials are provided at school to help teachers conduct SA.
Although technology can assist teachers in conducting SA efficiently, teachers struggle with
a lack of devices and/or expertise in using them (MEXT, 2020b).

Second, student characteristics, including student resistance or anxiety, may be another
reason for limited SA practices. Kellermeier (2010) documented that students hesitate to
participate in SA due to a lack of motivation or confidence and fear of failure, particularly in
front of other students. Some teachers need to provide psychological care for students who
lack speaking skills and are likely to skip speaking tests due to test anxiety (Kaneko, 2019).

Third and fourth, external policies and cultural norms are involved. In relation to
external policy, NIER (2021) strongly encourages teachers to conduct summative and
formative SA, so this could be a positive move for SA administration. However, as men-
tioned previously, speaking skills are not typically tested in high-stakes entrance exams in
Japan, so some teachers may feel that classroom SA is less important or unnecessary.
Regarding cultural norms, SA practices may be affected by an examination-oriented culture
with more emphasis on summative assessment rather than formative assessment, or
a Confucian heritage culture (Wicking, 2020).

As Yan et al. (2021) described, contextual factors are closely related to teachers’
personal factors. These factors, along with the inherent difficulties of SA, may make
teachers hesitant to conduct SA multiple times using multiple formats, and to take time
to ensure reliability.

Future directions

The previous sections discussed the major issues of classroom SA in Japan (ie., lack of
continuous assessment, limited use of task formats, reliability not ensured) and suggested
the reasons behind them from three viewpoints: inherent difficulties of classroom SA,
teachers’ personal factors, and contextual factors. Based on these issues, two future direc-
tions are proposed by the author to improve summative and formative SA in Japan. They
are to (a) conduct intensive teacher training and make resources available to teachers, and
(b) explore a possible, feasible, and effective SA system in the Japanese context through
discussion.

Regarding the first point (a), although inherent characteristics of classroom SA in Japan,
such as low reliability and practicality, are difficult to resolve, teachers can explore ways to
conduct SA that fits into their own contexts, for example, by using simple and clear tasks
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and rubrics, ensuring time for rater training, sharing work with colleagues, and creating
a community of practice at school and in the region (e.g., Knoch et al., 2021; Koizumi &
Watanabe, 2021). However, to achieve this, teachers are required to know the basic
principles and practices of classroom SA through teacher training and self-study using
available resources. The teachers’ factor “education and training” has been reported to affect
teachers’ perceptions and actual implementation of assessment (Yan et al., 2021) and could
also change contextual factors such as internal school support. Concerning the second point
(b), discussions on classroom SA frameworks have been scarce in Japan. These discussions
could help impact “external policy” (contextual factor) and lead to the modification of
personal and other contextual factors.

These two directions are likely to advance summative and formative SA practices.
Among them, I would argue that the first direction should be prioritized because of
feasibility in the current system and possible achievability in the short term once intensive
efforts are made and resources are given. The second direction would be essential for
making classroom SA more appropriate and sustainable in the long term.

Improving teacher training and resources

After the abovementioned Core Curriculum was established for pre-service and in-service
teacher training, a model program for putting the Curriculum into practice was recently
developed for pre-service teacher training courses (Kasuya et al., 2021). This program
includes performance assessment as a fundamental component of L2 assessment, although
this is one of numerous entries for pre-service teachers to learn, including second language
acquisition, English linguistics and literature, and intercultural understanding. Still, this is
a promising advancement for pre-service teacher training. However, the program has not
yet included in-service training, and it is difficult to ascertain whether important compo-
nents of language assessment literacy are taught and acquired in teacher training programs.
Given the difficulty of organizing classroom SA, the topic should be covered mandatorily
and repeatedly in training programs. Moreover, to ensure effective teacher training with up-
to-date information, experts specializing in L2 assessment, particularly classroom SA, are
needed. They should introduce theoretical and practical issues and provide hands-on
training involving test development, administration, evaluation, and feedback using SA,
especially the ways in which each teacher can apply existing insights and resources in their
own school environment. Opportunities for teachers to reflect on their own explicit and
implicit views toward SA are also required, which may help teachers alter negative beliefs
and attitudes. Training contents and methods can be improved by learning from previous
studies (Gebril, 2021; Malone, 2017).

In addition, open resources, particularly online platforms that compile existing informa-
tion (Fulcher, 2020; Japan Language Testing Association [JLTA], n.d.) and newly con-
structed content must be created. Guidelines, sample tasks, and sample performances
should be added to enable teachers to learn how to conduct SA. One attractive website is
the Tools to Enhance Assessment Literacy for Teachers of English as an Additional
Language (TEAL; https://teal.global2.vic.edu.au/). According to Michell and Davison
(2020), this system was created in collaboration with researchers and teachers in Victoria
and New South Wales, Australia. The TEAL uses assessment for learning (AfL) principles
(Black & Wiliam, 1998) and a Vygotskian theory of learning, consisting of “(1) a set of
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sequenced teacher professional learning resources about EAL [English as an Additional
Language] (including self-assessments) designed for small group or self-directed study; (2)
an assessment tool bank containing a range of assessment tools and tasks . . .; (3) a range of
AfL and teaching exemplars including a selection of annotated units of work across a range
of subject areas and year levels showing assessment tasks with formative feedback
embedded within a teaching/learning cycle; and (4) an online teacher discussion forum”
(pp- 33-34). The website is organized in a way that teachers and first-time visitors can
readily understand its importance and content. This would be helpful for teacher profes-
sional development, dialogue, and assessment quality maintenance (Brindley, 2001). Item
(2) can include a task bank or “a bank of fully-piloted exemplar assessment tasks with
known measurement properties that teachers can use either for specific assessment in their
own classrooms or as exemplars for writing their own tasks,” and the bank “will be
continuously updated as new tasks are developed and piloted, using Rasch-calibrated
tasks as ‘anchors™ (Brindley, 2001, p. 401). Although the creation of such task banks has
also been advocated by Akiyama (2004) and Nakamura (2019), it has not been realized in
Japan. Open resources with such task banks would be useful.

Discussing effective speaking assessment directions in Japan

Although a general assessment framework is provided, there are no fixed assessment
procedures for classroom SA in Japan. Teachers can decide when and how SA is conducted,
because the national guidelines are not legally binding. There are three possible directions
for improving SA according to the level of standardization.

Maintaining the current, unstandardized system while improving administration and
scoring

The first direction is to continue with the current system of not having strict mandated
procedures but with a clarification of four possible methods of administering and scoring
classroom speaking tests: (a) in-class administration and in-class scoring, (b) in-class
administration and out-of-class scoring, (c) out-of-class administration and scoring on
the spot, and (d) out-of-class administration and scoring after the test (Koizumi, 2022). In
(a), teachers can conduct a speaking activity in class as part of teaching speaking and assess
students’ performance at the same time; this is often observed in presentation activities.
Another pattern of (a) is to conduct a speaking test for a student(s) in a separate room, while
other students are being taught by another teacher or study by themselves. In (b), teachers
record students’ performance and listen to it after class. In (c) and (d), teachers conduct the
test during lunch break or after school and score performance (c) on the spot or (d) after the
test. All methods have advantages and disadvantages, and the most feasible style differs
across school contexts. With respect to using time outside class, (a) requires little time, and
(b) to (d) use a few hours outside of the lesson time. In terms of using lesson time, (a) uses
one to three lessons, (b) uses limited time, and (c) and (d) use no time. Further, concerning
collaboration with other teachers, (c) and (d) often require more understanding from other
teachers, since they may have other plans for the break and after school. Additionally, (b)
and (d) present difficulties in scoring while listening to recorded utterances, especially to
student interactions in a noisy classroom.
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Out of the four methods, (a) seems to be suitable in many situations because it is practical
timewise, with the administration and scoring completed by the end of a few lessons. This
method is one possible way to make continuous SA feasible without overburdening teachers.
Further, SA is considered worthwhile to spend lesson time on, considering that they provide
important learning opportunities, including test activities and reflections on speaking ability
through self-, peer, and teacher assessment. Students also tend to value SA opportunities. For
example, in response to a questionnaire that asked about SA impressions, a senior HS student
who took 20 speaking tests over three years wrote that it was a greater learning experience for
him to perform on a speaking test with a sense of tension than to speak on multiple occasions
in normal lessons (Koizumi, 2022). Table 2 provides one example that used the (a) in-class
administration and in-class scoring method at an upper secondary school. Teachers annually
conducted three or four speaking tests per English course for about 700 students (Years 10-
12). Teachers used approximately two 50-minute lessons per test; a student's performance
was scored by one or two teachers; SA scores were used for summative grading (30% of the
total grade); and score reports were provided as formative feedback. Koizumi et al. (in press)
analyzed two speaking tests at this school, which used simple rubrics without intensive rater
training, and reported no misfits for raters or rating criteria and high reliability across raters
(® = .71 or higher for a single rater). This school had used method (a) for seven years. The
continued good practice appears to indicate that method (a) is sustainable and suitable for
conducting continuous SA formatively and summatively.

Adopting standardized procedures for school-based assessment

The second direction is more standardized. Globally, there are many school-based assessment
procedures, some of which are stipulated by national or regional governments. There are two
promising systems from which Japan may be able to learn, each of which is strongly based on
AfL principles. The first system is a school-based assessment (SBA) of L2 English speaking in
Hong Kong. All English teachers are required to conduct SBA in secondary-school years 4 to 6,
and two scores in years 5 or 6 must be sent to the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority (HKEAA); the SBA scores account for 15% of the examination for university
admission. The SBA uses two tasks (a group discussion and an individual presentation) and
rubrics; teachers embed this SA in their teaching, providing formative feedback. According to
Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA, 2019), school representatives
join “SBA conferences and coordinator-teacher meetings” before SBA. Then, a principal selects

Table 2. Example of a year-long plan using an in-class administration and in-class scoring method.

Fourth
First (June) Second (September) Third (November) (February)

Year 10: CE | Paired conversation
Year 10: EE | Individual presentation (Show & Tell)
Year 11: CE Il Group conversation (among three or four students)

Year 11: EE Il Teacher-led individual Individual presentation Individual speech
interview
Year 12: CE Il Group conversation (among Teacher-led individual Group debate (between two -
three students) interview groups of four students)*
Year 12: EE Il Individual presentation Group discussion (among  Group presentation (from three to -
four students)* four students)

CE = Communication English (which focuses on four skills). EE = English Expression (which focuses on speaking and writing
skills). *Analyzed by Koizumi et al. (in press).
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school coordinators for English Language who “oversee the conduct of the SBA,” hold meetings
to have all relevant teachers understand the rubric and procedures, and “conduct a within-
school meeting to review performance samples and standardise marks before the submission of
marks to the HKEAA” (pp. 26-29). HKEAA then adjusts SBA scores through across-school
statistical moderation.

Another useful system is pair or group interaction assessment (interact) in L2 classrooms
in New Zealand (East, 2020). It is a high-stakes, year-end, school-based test used for
summative and formative purposes. It is intended to assess extemporaneous, natural
conversation and was introduced to replace converse, “a summative teacher-led interview
test” (East, 2020, p. 224), which elicited prepared and memorized answers in response to
questions from a teacher from whom students learned. During interact, students talk
extemporaneously in regular lessons with other students in L2 about a topic. The teacher
or students record talks of good performance in an audio/video format. Every year, students
and/or teachers choose two or more recordings per student that show “the best evidence of
[the students’] interactional proficiency” (East, 2020, p. 225). The teacher then evaluates the
talks in a holistic rubric and assigns grades, and formative feedback is provided to students.
To maintain comparability and consistency within and across schools, tasks are examined
through within-school moderation, and sample recorded talks are examined through out-
side-school moderation. Supporting materials are available, such as sample tasks, evaluation
criteria, and audio samples with grades and explanations (East, 2015).

The systems in the two countries are intended for both summative and formative uses and
include not only assessment tasks, rubrics, and procedures, but also embedded teacher training
and moderation processes. They are viable systems that ensure the quality of education across
regions. Although limitations have been reported, they appear to function appropriately (Chan
& Davison, 2020; East, 2020; Leung et al., 2018). While scores from the two systems are
explicitly included in high-stakes entrance examinations, it would be possible to adopt one of
the systems without using the scores for such examinations. Even so, one concern may be that
standardization decreases teachers’ autonomy in teaching and assessment (Katsuno, 2019) and
increases the stakes of classroom SA. However, in my opinion, these systems, which focus on
AfL principles and involve teachers as active key players, are flexible enough to provide
opportunities for teachers to make local, creative, and autonomous decisions, for example,
about how to organize lessons, select topics for discussion/presentation, and determine the
timing of the test tasks. The optimal balance of implementing standardization and securing
autonomy may be a contentious issue that needs to be discussed carefully.

Adopting some aspects of standardization

The third direction is an intermediate between the first two. The current Japanese system of
flexibility and freedom for teachers is maintained, while some aspects of the fixed systems in
Hong Kong and New Zealand are introduced. For example, it is possible to mandate the use
of common standardized rubrics (Akiyama, 2004), tasks, and/or procedures. An example is
to require the use of fixed rubrics and specified timing of a speaking test (e.g., at the end of
the final year at junior and senior HSs), while allowing teachers to determine other SA
procedures. Mandating even one of the fixed components would greatly benefit teachers
who are unfamiliar with formative and summative SA. To improve classroom SA in Japan,
discussions on which direction(s) to adopt while considering the strengths and weaknesses
of each direction and summative and formative purposes of SA would be helpful.
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Conclusion

Although L2 SA in classrooms at secondary schools in Japan should be conducted regularly
and adequately and used summatively and formatively, it is not well practiced, and there are
many various problems surrounding teacher-made, teacher-scored SA. The current review
provides a summary of the main issues and challenges and presents future directions to
improve practices by providing more intensive teacher training and resources and discuss-
ing an effective SA framework that fits the Japanese educational model. Classroom SA
involves complicated practical, personal, and contextual issues but is worth developing
because of its distinct advantages in L2 education.

While the current paper focuses on Japan, the issues, challenges, underlying factors,
and possible future directions are relevant to other countries with similar educational
situations, cultures, and orientations. For example, Ross (2008) mentioned that Asian
countries share common assessment characteristics. Further, Wicking (2020) described
some East Asian nations, including Japan, Hong Kong, China, Taiwan, Singapore, and
South Korea, sharing a Confucian heritage culture and common contextual factors
affecting classroom SA. More research is needed in Japan and other countries to further
understand the contextual factors behind SA practices, to improve classroom SA, and
address problems with which teachers struggle. Such research should involve secondary
school teachers and researchers, appraising theory and improving practices (Poehner &
Inbar-Lourie, 2020). In Japan, teacher-researcher collaboration is emerging (Koizumi
et al., in press; Nekoda, 2020; Shinshu English Project, 2020) but should be expanded.
Such studies will inform not only Japan and other countries but also the language
assessment field in general. They will be particularly useful in light of Fan and Yan's
(2020) findings that SA studies on classroom-based or learning-oriented speaking
assessment are limited.
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